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News

A Tribute to Our Director

Our wonderful Director Professor
Sarah Joseph is sadly leaving the
centre after over a decade leading our
team. Sarah has had an indelible
impact on the centre, her colleagues,
and Monash University broadly
throughout her tenure, and will be
sorely missed. Read more about
Sarah's pioneering work  and her
reflections on the past 15 years as Director.

Farewelling our Centre Manager

We were sad to farewell our Centre Manager Marius Smith,
whose vision, passion and dedication has been integral to
making the Castan Centre the world-renowned human
rights institution it is today.  Read Marius' reflections on
working at the centre and the wonderful things we have
accomplished over the last 14 years. 

End of an Era - Changes in the Castan Centre
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Castan Centre Finalists for Human Rights Law Award

The Castan Centre is thrilled to have been selected as a finalist for the Australian
Human Rights Commission Human Rights Law Award in 2019. We are proud and
humbled to be recognised for our ongoing fight for human rights in Australia and
abroad. Learn more...

We've also said goodbye to two wonderful colleagues, our Policy Manager Eleanor
Jenkin and our Project Officer Alice Dowling. Eleanor is now with Victoria Legal Aid,
and Alice now works for the National Family Violence Prevention and Legal
Services Forum. Learn more about Eleanor and Alice.

We have warmly welcomed two fantastic new team members to the Castan
Centre in 2019 - Karin Frode, our new Policy Manager and Andrea Olivares Jones,
our new Project Officer. Learn more about Karin and Andrea.

Castan Centre Projects

Castan Centre at the UN Human Rights Council
In June, the Castan Centre was fortunate to
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attend the first week of the 41st Regular
Session of the UN Human Rights Council at the
Palais Nations in Geneva. Our Director, Sarah
Joseph witnessed first-hand the critical debates
on human rights that took place. Learn
more... 

Human Rights Collaboration with VNU School of Law
The Castan Centre has been delighted to
continue our multi-year cooperative project
with Vietnam National University (VNU) School
of Law to promote and strengthen human
rights education abroad. The project has seen
the centre attend the Vietnam-Australia
Human Rights Dialogue in 2018, host an

Australian educational tour for our colleagues from VNU, and send our academics
to Hanoi to develop and co-teach comprehensive subjects on contemporary
human rights issues. Learn more...

Castan Centre Strikes Back! Inside the Global Climate Strike
In September, the Castan Centre was proud to
stand in solidarity with young activists around
the world at the Global Climate Strike. We hit
the streets of Melbourne to demand action on
climate change, and find out why young
Aussies believe climate change is a human
rights issue. Learn more...

Attorney-General's Consultancy on Artificial Intelligence and
Automation

In April the Castan Centre was proud to win a
consultancy  tender of $130,000 to prepare a
legal issues paper for the Commonwealth
Attorney-General's Department on the legal
implications of the government's use of new
and emerging technologies that automate
government administration and service

delivery in Australia. Learn more...
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High Court delivers landmark ruling validating abortion clinic
‘safe access zones’

On April 10, the High Court of Australia handed down a judgement that upheld
laws creating “safe access zones” around abortion clinics. The zones prevent anti-
abortionists from threatening the privacy, safety and dignity of women accessing
health care. Read the full article  by Castan Centre Deputy Directors Tania
Penovic and Ronli Sifris, and Castan Centre Associate Caroline Henckels.

Policy

Automating Government Decisions: The Human Rights
Implications

Technological developments offer
significant opportunities for governments
to improve the consistency and efficiency
of service delivery and decision-making.
However, there is a need to ensure the
government's use of new technologies
aligns with the legal requirements of
human rights law. Read the full article by

Castan Centre Deputy Director Maria O'Sullivan.

Public Education
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Castan Centre Human Rights Conference

In June, we had the great pleasure of hosting our Annual Human Rights
Conference 'Human Rights '19'. The event was a huge success, bringing together
some of the best and brightest human rights leaders, professionals and advocates
to discuss some of the most pressing issues we face today. Read the full event
summary or watch the videos.

Business and Human Rights
with Professor John Ruggie

In April this year we were delighted to
welcome John G. Ruggie, Professor in
Human Rights and International Affairs
at the Kennedy School of Government,
Harvard University, to discuss the
evolution of business and human
rights. Read the full event summary
or watch the video. 

Apartheid, Guns and Money
with Hennie Van Vuuren

In May, we had the privilege of hosting
Hennie Van Vuuren, activist, writer
and director of non- profit ‘Open
Secrets’ to discuss the economic
crimes that took place during South
Africa’s apartheid regime, and the
actors that profited from the system.
Read the full event summary or
watch the video.
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Lawless: A Lawyer's
Unrelenting Fight for Justice
with Kimberley Motley

In August as we partnered with
Herbert Smith Freehills to host
Kimberley Motley, an international
attorney who became the first foreign
lawyer to practice in Afghanistan’s
courts. Read the  full event
summary or watch the video.

Launch of the Monash
University Law Review Special
Issue on the Law of Protest

In August we held a fantastic
roundtable event to launch
the  Monash University Law Review
Special Issue on the Law of
Protest. Our speakers, Yik Mo Wong,
Bob Brown, Maria O'Sullivan, Tania
Penovic and Ronli Sifris discussed a
range of issues from Tasmanian
forests, protests in Hong Kong and
Victoria’s ‘safe access zones’ on anti-
abortion picketing.   Read the full
event summary here.

Student Programs
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Global Internship 2019

Our 2019 Global Interns have had the incredible opportunity to travel the world in
pursuit of their passion for human rights. Read all about their experience abroad
below. 

Interning at Human Rights First in
New York

When I learnt about the opportunity to intern
with them, I was in disbelief and very elated. As
someone from a refugee background I have
always been passionate about human

rights...Read Akuol Garang's blog here.

An Indigenous Ambassador

“You’re the first Aboriginal I’ve ever met”.   It
was a strange thing to hear and it caught me off
guard, though admittedly, given the context, it
wasn’t the craziest of ideas...  Read Jared
Poland's Blog here.

Kuala Lumpur to Geneva with
IWRAW-AP

My first month in Kuala Lumpur (KL) with the
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IWRAW-AP team was a month of, what can only
be described as, ‘getting to know’... Read the
Amran Ali's blog here.

Standing for a World Without the
Death Penalty

Based in the county referred to as the “buckle of
the death belt”, I had a swift and sobering
introduction to the Texan criminal justice system
and to the systemic issues underpinning the
practice of capital punishment  in the USA...

Read Danilee Pallister's blog here.

Fighting for Rights in Southern Africa

My second extended stay to Johannesburg in as
many years enabled me to again immerse
myself in a city and culture that, out of grave
inhumanity, has produced some of history’s
greatest and most noble human rights

activists... Read Lachlan Cameron's blog here.

Global Internship 2020
We are proud to continue our Global Internship
Program, which will see three of the best and
brightest students from Monash Law School travel
abroad to work within some of the world’s leading
human rights institutions. Our interns, Tim
Peyton, Mary O’Callaghan and Nicholas
Bugeja are due to jet-set abroad this coming
summer. Be sure to subscribe to our Global
Interns Blog to stay up to date on their experience.

Before you go...

Publications and Other Activities by the
Castan Centre Team

As always, our staff have been working incredibly
hard investigating a number of critical legal and
human rights issues. Check out the full list of
activities and publications by our team to learn
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Castan Centre Annual Lecture: 'A
Journalist’s Defence of Trial Procedures'

We are proud to partner with King and Wood
Mallesons to bring you this year's Annual Lecture
with keynote speaker Louise Milligan. Louise's
journalism led to her being a witness in the hearings
regarding George Pell, and here she offers her views
on suppression orders, the routine suppression of
information (such as the identity of victims), and
judge-only criminal trials in Australia.  This event is
now fully booked. Click below to join the waitlist.
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Castan Centre for Human Rights
Law
15 Ancora Imparo Way, Monash University,
Wellington Road, Clayton, Victoria 3800.
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